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1. We  ne e d  to m ove  b e yond  d is c us s ions  of t he  
c a t c ha ll “AI”; it  is  hurt ing p rogre ss  in the  
sc ie nc e s . We  ne e d  to b e  more  sp e c ific  ab out  
what  tool we  me an, and  for what  p urp ose .

2. An im m e d ia t e  t hre a t  is  AI s lop . The  hyp e  and  
rap id  p ac e  of unte s te d  p rod uc ts  me ans  that  we  
may irre p arab ly d amage  t rus t . “Fool me  onc e , 
shame  on you. Fool me  twic e , shame  on me .” 

3. Re ne we d  e mp has is  on e xp la ina b ilit y  & 
in t e rp re t a b ilit y is  immine nt , b ut  the  p ac e  will 
s low. We  will find  ourse lve s  asking “how muc h 
e xp lainab ility is  e nough” for ac t ion?

4 . I am most  c onc e rne d  ab out  how soc ie ty will 
ob tain and  p roc e ss  c limate  informat ion via LLMs. 
Dis t illa t ion  t o  s up e rfic ia l b lurb s  a nd  
d is inform a t ion will b e  our gre a t e s t  c ha lle nge .


	Closing Thoughts
	We need to move beyond discussions of the catchall “AI”; it is hurting progress in the sciences. We need to be more specific about what tool we mean, and for what purpose.�
An immediate threat is AI slop. The hype and rapid pace of untested products means that we may irreparably damage trust. “Fool me once, shame on you. Fool me twice, shame on me.” �
Renewed emphasis on explainability & interpretability is imminent, but the pace will slow. We will find ourselves asking “how much explainability is enough” for action?�
I am most concerned about how society will obtain and process climate information via LLMs. Distillation to superficial blurbs and disinformation will be our greatest challenge.

