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Cartoon i m a g e  of 9 peop le  w h o  are caregivers 
a n d  care recipients d o i n g  various activities.
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6  mill ion

58 million

105 million

70  million

D i a g r a m  represent ing  all the  people  touched by  care inc ludi n g  care 
workers w ith  m o s t  recent data  available f ro m sources (6 mill ion per  B L S  
data  o n  chi ld care a n d  direct  care workforce), Fami ly  Caregivers (105 
mill ion per  R A N D  Corporation), people  with  disabilities (70 mill ion per  U S  
census) ,  a n d  older adults  (58 mill ion per  U S  Census) ,  a n d  parents  (65 
mill ion per  the Kaiser Fami ly  Foundation)

65 million



● Care  w o r k  is the  w o r k  that  m a k e s  all other w o r k  possible, 
yet our  current  p u b l i c  i n v e s t me n ts  undervalue  care  a n d  
leave care  workers  underpaid.

● Medicaid,  not  private insurance  or Medicare,  is the 
pr imary source  of f u n d i n g  for a g i n g  a n d  disability care.

● F a m i l y  careg ivers  are prov id ing  essential,  m o s t ly  u n p ai d  
care  for their  loved o n e s  a n d  n e e d  support.

Policy Context and Considerations 
for Data Infrastructure Measuring 

the Care Economy



● U n d er st a n d i n g  the exper iences  of u n p ai d  family caregivers,  i n c l u d i n g  health a n d  ec o n o m i c  
chal lenges,  u n m e t  n eed s

● U n d er st a n d i n g  the exper iences  of older adults  a n d  people  disabil it ies w h o  n e e d  care, but 
r em ai n  o n  wai t ing  lists or p er h ap s  m a y  b e  u n aw ar e  of the serv ices  available.

● A sses s i n g  i m p a c t  of care  workforce job quality (i.e. w a g e s  a n d  benefits,  unionizat ion rates) 
o n  consistent a n d  reliable care  that  su p p o r t s  the n e e d s  of care  rec ipients a n d  family 
caregivers

● E x a m i n i n g  state a n d  federal  i n v est m en t s  in care  a n d  an y  trends or shifts over t ime

● Identi fying k ey  e c o n o m i c  indicators that  explore the relationship b et w een  the health of the 
e c o n o m y  a n d  publ ic  i n v est m en t s  in care

● D at a  availability b y  state, county,  state districts a n d  federal  Congress ion al  districts, 
d i saggr e ga t e d

Opportunities for Strengthening 
Data Infrastructure Measuring the

Care Economy



T h a n k  you!
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