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Why Not Vote in Your Bath Robe? 
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Remote Accessible Vote By Mail  

Empowering Voters to Vote 
Remotely, Independently,  

and in Private 
  
 

John Schmitt  
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What We’re Talking About … 
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HAVA 2002 -> 49 States 
• Law required states to provide: 

• Physically accessible polling place 
• At least one accessible system per polling place 
• Voters had be able to vote: 

• Independently 
• In private 
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HAVA 2002 -> Oregon = VBM 
• Law required Oregon’s 36 county offices to: 

• Polling place had to be accessible 
• Needed one accessible system (PC) per polling place 
• Voters had be able to vote: 

• Independently 
• In private 

• Created AFB to augment 
   existing VBM system 
  

 

October 23, 2017 



        Five Cedars Group, Inc. Slide # 6 

What’s an Alternate Format Ballot? 
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Generating HTML Ballots 
•Ballots Generated from: 

•EMS exported CSV Ballot Definition files 
•County’s XLF translation files 

•Multiple Ballot Styles (no limit) 

•Multiple parties (no limit) 

•Multiple Languages (currently 10) 
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Delivered to Voter’s Home 
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What Comes in the Mail? 
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Summary Returned by Mail 
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How Do I Get My HTML Ballot? 
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How Do I Get My HTML Ballot? 
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http://www.sos.state.or.us/elections/pages/ballots/11072017/Washington/34_AFB_371-1.html 
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Let’s Mark a Ballot!!! 
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Try It Yourself 
 

   
     www.tryvoting.org 
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Bi-model Access Allows AT 
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Printed 
Summary  
Page 
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Blind Voters Can Verify Votes 
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Ballot on Demand Integration 
• Supported by ES&S 

and Runbeck BOD’s 
• Prints scan-able ballot 

with voter’s choices  
• Unique, random 

number prevents 
duplicate scanning. 
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Summary Returned by Mail 
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RAVBM Security 
• CSV/XLF File transfers to/from Five Cedars use 

Citrix ShareFile for secure transfer 

• Server security is responsibility of County 

• Marked Ballot integrity comes down to voter 
review of the paper Summary 

• Bottom Line:  

Election integrity same as for any VBM voter 
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Signatures are Verified  
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AFB’s Used by Oregon Military 
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Voters Used AFB’s during Sandy 
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Summary 
•HTML Ballots work within an existing vote-
by-mail or absentee system  

•Voters use their own PC’s, iPads, etc. 

•Voters use their own accessibility tools 

•Voters vote in familiar environment - home 
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Why Not Vote in Your Bath Robe? 
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Contact Info 

John Schmitt 

 

John.Schmitt@FiveCedarsGroup.com 
 

503-536-1280 
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