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PROJECTS RESEARCH N TN LATEST

Reporter resource hub

Discover our latest guidance and support
for journalists covering coronavirus

The best reads on disinformation from around the world. direct to your inbox

SUBSCRIBE

[—
TOO MUCH INFORMATION? OUR COVERING CORONAVIRUS: AN CORONAVIRUS WEBINAR SERIES
GUIDE CAN HELP ONLINE COURSE FOR JOURNALISTS First Draft is sharing skills. insights. and lools
Designed for the public, *“Too much Discover practical steps to help verify online Lo support reporters and the wider public in
information: A guide lo navigaling the conlent, counter rumors and disinformation, response Lo the “infodemic™ surrounding
infodemic’ will help everyone have better and produce credible coverage on Covid-19. coronavirus. Check the upcoming schedule.

informed conversations with family and

friends aboul the pandemic.
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We need to understand the full complexity of information
disorder

We need to understand the power of visuals and emotion

We need more research about which communication strategies
effectively slow down misinformation

We need to train scientists, public health professionals and
comms officers in best practices for reporting on
misinformation

We need to be reactive to misinformation crises but we also
need to be ready for the next one
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We need to understand
the full complexity of
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FIRST DRAFT TYPES OF INFORMATION DISORDER

FALSENESS INTENT TO HARM

Is the inforrmation inaccurate? Is the information created to
cause harm?

Mis-Information Dis-Information Mal-Information

When people When people When people publicize
unintentionally make intentionally create or accurate but private
mistakes e.g. share false information information to harm
inaccurate photo in order to harm someone, e.g. revenge

captions, dates, SOMEeoNE, €.9. fa.bricated porn, leaks that pursue
statistics or ASHE Webmtes, private rather than public
translations, or when manipulated interests.

audio/visual content,
some conspiracy
theories and rumours,
etc.

satire is taken
seriously.

firstdraftnews.org  @firstdraftnews
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FIRSTDRAFT 7 COMMON FORMS OF INFORMATION DISORDER

SATIRE OR PARODY

MISLEADING CONTENT IMPOSTER CONTENT FABRICATED CONTENT
No intention to cause Misleading use of When genuine sources New content is 100%
harm but has potential information to frame an are impersonated false, designed to
to fool

issue or individual deceive and do harm

FALSE CONNECTION FALSE CONTEXT MANIPULATED CONTENT
When headlines, visuals When genuine content When genuine
or captions don’t is shared with false information or imagery is
support the content contextual information

manipulated to deceive
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@the ONION ) America's Finest News Source. /O

HOME LATEST POLITICS SPORTS LOCAL ENTERTAINMENT THE ToricAL [ERITIREY oew

AMERICAN VOICES

Scientists Confirm Anti-Vaccine Sites
Contain No Facts
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Pablo Izquierdo V.
A @pablotres14
"The trial will use a special formulation of ibuprofen rather
than the regular tablets that people might usually buy."

The headline should have made this clear - this is NOT
over the counter - do NOT dose yourselves up folks!

. W \

Ibuprofen tested as a coronavirus treatment

Hospital patients sick with the virus will be given the drug to see if it can help
with their breathing.

& bbc.co.uk

4:31 AM - Jun 3, 2020 - Twitter Web App
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<

. Ahmed Mohamed ((ASMALI))
¥ @Asmali77

Africans don't want to take chances with the Chinese.

This is reportedly a Sudanese minister hosting a Chinese

delegation & P &2 &

12:04 PM - Feb 8, 2020 - Twitter for iPhone

205 Retweets 752 Likes
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FABRICATED CONTENT

SARS + HIV = coronavirus!

RN

(2018 - nCoV |
e

\& .
( e U www.rosswalter.com.au
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We need to understand
the power of visuals and
memes
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DOLL REPRESENTS HOW MANY VACCINES
A CHILD RECEIVES..... BY AGE 2

firstdraftnews.org  @firstdraftnews A"v Q“ESTIn"s'?
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Contents

Q i about

Department of Health Why do we need ines?

Why do all children need vaccines?
Are the diseases we vaccinate against really serious?.

If the diseases are rarely seen, why do we still need vaccines?____
Why is ‘community immunity’ important?.

Do vaccines prevent death?,

Can our improved standard of living explain the reduction in disease? ... 15
Why do children get more vaccines now than they did when I was young? . 16
. Why should | be vaccinated while 'm pregnant? 26
Questions Whetdoveccivesce_ o
How do vaccines work? 29
a bo ut How well do vaccines work? __ 30
o . Can vaccines cause or spread disease?. 31
va cc I n atlo n Is immunity from vaccination as good as natural immunity? B B 32
Can immunity that comes from vaccination wear off? . L...34
Does the influenza vaccine cause influenza? 35
Do homeopathic vaccines work? 36
Are vaccines safe for my child? 37
What side effects might occur withvaccines? ... 38
Do vaccines cause or worsen asthma and allergies?. 4
Do vaccines cause autoimmune diseases (like type 1diabetes,
Guillain—Barré syndrome, multiple sclerosis and rheumatoid arthritis)?_ 42
5 Do vaccines cause seizures? 46
ﬁ Natlona.l . Do vaccines cause sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS)? R 48
\ gnmunlsailon Does the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine cause rare syndromes

rOgl'Elm or problems with fertility or pregnancy? . 49
A joint Australian, State and Territory Gowemment Initiative Does the measles—-mumps—rubella (MMR) vaccine cause autism?,_ -1 |

Does the pertussis (whooping cough) vaccine cause damage to the brain
or nervous system? 52
Does the rotavirus vaccine cause intussusception? B 53

2
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Mythbusters

Can garglin
mouthwas|
protect you from
infection with the
R ! 6 new coronavirus
tact vou f fect (2019-nCoV)?
Some brands of mouthwash
can eliminate certain
microbes for a few minutes
in the saliva in your mouth
However, this does not
mean they protect you from
2019-nCoV infection.

) e

Q: Can gargling mouthwash protect

you from infection with the...

firstdraftnews.org

p
However, those infected with
the virus should receive
appropriate care 1o relieve and
treat symptoms, and those
with severe iliness should
receive optimized supportive
care

Some specific treatments are
under investigation, and will
be tested through clinical
trials.

WHO is helping to accelerate
research and development
efforts with a range of
partners.

@firstdraftnews

Are there any
specific
medicines to
prevent or treat
the new
coronavirus?

i

@

Q: Are there any specific medicines
to prevent or treat the new...

Can pets at home
spread the new
viden coronavirus
t 1s dog (2019-nCOV)?

At present, there is r

However, it is always a good
idea to wash your hands wit

vith pets, This protects you
against various common
bacteria such as E. coli and

‘)

Salmonella that can pass
between pets and humans

@ ) :)\t;:.:rrn\:n

Q: Can pets “x = at home spread
the new #coronavirus? A: At...

Does the new
coronavirus
affect older

people, or are

younger people
also susceptible?

Older peo and people
with pre-existing medical
conditions (such as asthma,
diabetes, heart disease)
appear to be more vulnerable
to becoming severely ill with
the virus

WHO advise people of all age
to take steps to protect
themselves from the virus, for
example by following good
hand hygiene and good

respiratory hygiene @m—m Health
Organization

Q: Does the #2019nCoV affect older
people, or are younger people also...

Are antibiotics
effective in
preventing and
treating the new
coronavirus?

The new coronavirus (2019
nCOV) is a virus and,
therefore, antibiotics should
not be used as a means of
prevention or treatment.
However, if you are
hospitalized for the 2019-
nCoV, you may receive
antibiotics since bacterial co-
infection is possible

3 World Health
Organizaticn

Q: Are antibiotics effective in
preventing and treating the new...
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Flattening the curve
Delay outbreak
peak
Daily
number of
cases

Reduction in peak of
outbreak

Cases without
protective measures

Cases with protective

measures

Time since first case

Source: CDC

@firstdraftnews

Health care system capacity

Tox
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Coronavirus Truth p PLAY ALL

Doctor Fact-Checks Media Doctor Fact-Checks Doctor Mike Interviews Dr. Doctor VS Coronavirus Doctor Fact-Checks

On Coronavirus Politicians On Coronavirus Fauci On COVID19 Conspiracy Theories PLANDEMIC Conspiracy
Doctor Mike @ Doctor Mike @ Doctor Mike @ Doctor Mike @ Doctor Mike @

5.2M views + 3 months ago 1.7M views * 2 months ago 5.5M views * 2 months ago 2.5M views * 2 months ago 1.9M views * 1 month ago
cC cC cC cC cC

firstdraftnews.org  @firstdraftnews
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& Dr. Nicole Baldwin

Recently | have been the subject of a

| primarily online attack from the antivaxx
community. They have posted fraudulent
reviews on @Google @Yelp and many other

antivaxx propaganda. Thankfully the team
DShotsHeard has been there to help

wcpo®
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We heed more resedrch
Into effective
commuhnication
strategies to slow down
misinformation
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Most effective
messengers?

firstdraftnews.org  @firstdraftnews

Most effective
messages?

Most effective
formats?

Most effective
distribution
mechanisms?
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It matters how platforms label
manipulated media. Here are 12
principles designers should follow.

° PartnershiponAI
h Jun 9 - 16 min read , m n N

By Emily Saltz, Tommy Shane, Victoria Kwan, Claire Leibowicz, Claire
Wardle
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The
Conspiracy
Theory
Handbook

Stephan Lewandowsky

" John Cook
firstdraftnews.org  @firstdraftnews |y a
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We need to train
scientists, public health
professionals and
comms officers in best
practices for reporting
on misinformnation
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—  NEWSLETTER MeDpICALNEWS ToDAY

1. Spraying chlorine or alcohol on skin kills viruses in the body

Applying alcohol or chlorine to the body can cause harm, especially if it enters the eyes or
mouth. Although people can use these chemicals to disinfect surfaces, they should not use
them on skin.

These products cannot Kill viruses within the body.

2. Only older adults and young people are at risk

SARS-CoV-2, like other coronaviruses, can infect people of any age. However, older adults or
individuals with preexisting health conditions, such as diabetes or asthma, are more likely to
become severely ill.

3. Children cannot catch COVID-19

All age groups can become infected. Most cases, so far, have been in adults, but children are
not immune. In fact, preliminary evidence shows that children are just as likely to become
infected, but their symptoms tend to be less severe.

firstdraftnews.org  @firstdraftnews
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< Dr Siouxsie Wiles & « Craig Spencer MD MPH &

41.7K Tweets 1,496 Tweets

1 Following Following

Dr Siouxsie Wiles & Craig Spencer MD MPH &
@SiouxsieW @Craig_A_Spencer

Microbiologist & Associate Professor at the University of Auckland. Loves Lego.

#Ebol i " .
She/her. TEDx talk: bit.ly/1AOBrpO Kids show: youtu.be/MpfycVdOhuM NYC ER doctor | #Ebola Survivor | Director of Global Health in Emergency

Medicine @ColumbiaMed/@NYPhospital | Teach Public Health @ColumbiaMSPH
© Aotearoa New Zealand ¢$ unidirectory.auckland.ac.nz/profile/s-wiles | @MSF_USA Board

Jeined Aligust 200 ®© New York City (& mailman.columbia.edu/people/our-fac...
2,328 Following 35.7K Followers Joined February 2017

':D) Followed by Ullrich Ecker, Esther Chan, and 38 others you follow 585 Following 112.4K Followers

@-=pP Followed by Preet Bharara, MSF Sea, and 104 others you follow

firstdraftnews.org  @firstdraftnews
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covid
@gavinsblog

covid
€ Gavin Sheridan & @gavinsblog
402 Members 3.8K Followers




IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

We need to be reactive
to misinformation crises
but we also nheed to be
rebuiding trust and
understanding so we're
ready for the next one
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Credit - Joe Smyser,
Public Good Project
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@ World Health Organization (WHO) & L 4
@WHO

Preliminary investigations conducted by the Chinese
authorities have found no clear evidence of human-to-
human transmission of the novel #coronavirus (2019-nCoV)
identified in #Wuhan, #China .

CORONAVIRUS

(2019-nCoV)

(& ') Wortd Health
S %8 Organization

© 224K 11:18 AM - Jan 14, 2020 ®

© 35K people are talking about this >
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Total Interactions

J —— BN Asymptomatic spread of coronavirus is 'very rare, WHO 115M

i - -
Government responses should focus on detecting and isolating infected people with

Iy W L
)a f{ 5 \M symptoms, said the WHO's Dr. Maria Van Kerkhove.
»

» 6 Related Articles = cnbc.com Willlam Feuer,Noah Higgl... 19 hours ago
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NATURAL NEWS oo

Defending Health, Life and Liberty

EXPLORE MORE: NEWSTARGET.COM BRIGHTEON.COM CENSORED.NEWS NATURALNEWSRADIO.COM Search Nat

Most Viewed Articles

Today | Week | Month | Year

FALSE FLAG ALERT: Obama Foundation
tweeted about George Floyd on May 17th, a
week before his supposed murder — UPDATE -
NaturalNews.com

PSYOP? George Floyd “death” was faked by
crisis actors to engineer revolutionary riots,
video authors say - NaturalNews.com

The WHO just obliterated every argument for
mandatory vaccines or contact tracing by
declaring asymptomatic carriers don't spread
COVID-19 - NaturalNews.com

FALSE FLAG ALERT: Obama Foundation
tweeted about George Floyd on May 17th, a
week before his supposed murder -
NaturalNews.com

NARRATIVE COLLAPSE: “Old man” who was
“shoved” by police was actually a left-wing
AGITATOR skimming police radio frequencies to
run information warfare tactics against law
enforcement - NaturalNews.com

After mocking Trump for it, mainstream media

The WHO just obliterated every argument
for mandatory vaccines or contact tracing
by declaring asymptomatic carriers don’t
spread COVID-19

Monday, June 08, 2020 by: Mike Adams
Tags: asymptomatic carriers, contact tracing, coronavirus, covid-19, goodhealth, goodmedicine, goodscience, infections|
outbreak, pandemic, vaccines, WHO
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SCIENTISTS AND RESEARCHERS B .
Quick retraction of a faulty

coronavirus paper was a good
moment for science

By IVAN ORANSKY and ADAM MARCUS / FEBRUARY 3, 2020 Reprints

firstdraftnews.org  @firstdraftnews
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HEALTH

‘We don’t actually have that answer
yet’: WHO clarifies comments on
asymptomatic spread of Covid-19

By ANDREW JOSEPH @DrewQJoseph / JUNE 9, 2020 Reprints

Maria Van Kerkhove, the WHO’s technical lead on the Covid-19 pandemic.
FABRICE COFFRINI/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES
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First Draft Case Study:
Exploring The Controversy
Around Dengvaxia And
Vaccine Misinformation In
The Philippines
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Thank you
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