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Data and Metadata Journey
(Access to) support for (most of) the 
steps of data’s life cycle and flow.

Multiple tools/platforms

(Ideally) managed platforms and 
resources that are smoothly joined up.

Mix of local & cloud based services to 
make an interlinked ecosystem of tools 
(a Research Commons).
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Sociology of staged sharing 
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Files from facilities, instruments, trials 
File stores, LIMS, Secure stores
Repositories, 
Long term Preservation, Data movement

Lab-level RDM

Team-level Cataloguing & Sharing
Catalogue & organise across repositories & studies
Metadata tracking, consent tracking
Deposition to shared (public) repositories
Data Brokering, Secure Gate-keeping

Data and 
metadata 
flows

Metadata Templates & 
Metadata Transactions
Spreadsheets, scripts and protocols
Data staging points, metadata standards
Reporting for you, friends & strangers

Sharing flows
Labs -> Team Hubs -> Public 
Data Hubs

ELNs



https://www.health-atlas.de/ (FAIRDOM-SEEK platform https://fair-dom.org)

Project Hub

https://www.health-atlas.de/


Support and encourage  
incremental staged sharing & 
permission control
• To get trust in data sharing and 

support  team sharing

Support Data Staging & pipelines

Investigation-Study-Assay/Analysis

Private Public



An interlinked triangleLaboratoryProject
Consortium

Trusted Research 
Environments

Institution
Library, Facilities

Repositories
Data Commons & Hubs
Specialised Collections

Cloud Store, Synch and 
Share services, AAI
Frictionless connections

Reduce the friction of data brokering, 
data visiting

Leverage the resources and people

Access to analysis 
platforms



Blueprints & 
Examples

Norwegian e-Infrastructure for Life Sciences Data Management Tool Assembly
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Nudge Points

http://www.rightfield.org.uk
http://protocols.io

Share 
protocols

Data Stewardship 
in the Lab

What can be automated?
Understand the (meta)data and its flows
Build in the processes and get them followed

http://www.rightfield.org.uk/
http://protocols.io/


https://rdmkit.elixir-europe.org

Guides, examples, tools, pointers, assembled 
and written by Life Science researchers and 
data stewards 

Some help

https://rdmkit.elixir-europe.org/index.html




Take home points

• Know (meta)data flows and identify metadata nudge points

• Stores AND Catalogue

• Processes + Templates go with the Tools

• Lab + Institution + Public Commons triangle 

• Support the staging of sharing 

• RDM help by folks who in labs and facilities


