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Asian Americans and Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders 
Remain Invisible Due to Data Aggregation



Bachelor’s Degree or Higher:  Aggregated Data
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Bachelor’s Degree or Higher:  Disaggregated Data
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Below Poverty:  Aggregated Data
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Below Poverty:  Disaggregated Data
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Asian Americans are a Low Income Group in 
New York City (NYC)

Source: The NYC Government Poverty Measure, 2018. An Annual Report from the Office of the Mayor. 



Limited English Proficiency Among Asian Americans
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Invisibility is Killing our Communities



National COVID-19 Efforts Leave out Asian Americans



An Undercount of Asian Americans in COVID-19 Data?

• Asian Americans and non-Black minorities are more likely to be 
classified as ‘Other’ in electronic health record and Medicare data 

• Only East Asians ‘count’ as Asian American
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Asian American Policy Review, Volume 29, 2018-19
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Asian Americans are Invisible During the Pandemic in 
Media
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https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/its-a-myth-that-asian-americans-are-doing-well-in-the-
pandemic/

“This is not to draw attention away from other communities, but 
simply to highlight scant attention on an overlooked group that 
desperately needs help.”

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/its-a-myth-that-asian-americans-are-doing-well-in-the-pandemic/
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Asian Americans are Invisible During the Pandemic in 
Research

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/covids-outsize-impact-on-
asian-americans-is-being-ignored/

https://whyy.org/articles/without-data-theres-no-equity-deficient-asian-
american-covid-19-data-masked-community-wide-disparities/

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/covids-outsize-impact-on-asian-americans-is-being-ignored/
https://whyy.org/articles/without-data-theres-no-equity-deficient-asian-american-covid-19-data-masked-community-wide-disparities/


Attributable mortality of COVID-19 in the US by 
race/ethnicity groups

Source:  Chu, J.N., Tsoh, J.Y., Ong, E. et al. The Hidden Colors of Coronavirus: the Burden of Attributable COVID-19 Deaths. J GEN INTERN 
MED (2021). 



Disaggregating Asian Race Reveals COVID-19 Disparities 
among Asian Americans at NYC’s Public Hospital System

• Patients tested for SARS-CoV-2 at NYC 
Health and Hospitals (H+H)

• March 1, 2020 to May 31, 2020, 
n=85,328

• Applied surname matching
• Sample size of Asian Americans nearly 

doubled from 5,601 to 9,893
• Results

• South Asians: high rates of positivity 
and hospitalization

• Chinese: highest mortality
Source: Marcello et al., Public Health Reports 2021



COVID-19 Data on Race/Ethnicity is Missing at 
National and Local Levels
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https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-deaths-race-ethnicity-05142020-1.pdf


One size does not fit all 



Chinese Indian/South Asian Korean Vietnamese Filipino

Outcomes Highest mortality (NYC H+H) Highest case/hospitalization 
rate (NYC H+H)

Disproportionate death rate in 
California

Disproportionate case rate in Santa 
Clara County, CA

Disproportionate deaths in 
California and nationally among 

nurses

Exposure
Food service essential 

workers; multigenerational 
housing

Healthcare essential workers; 
taxi drivers; multigenerational 

housing
Multigenerational housing Nail/hair salons; multigenerational 

housing

Nurses; healthcare workers; 
multigenerational 

housing

Comorbidity Diabetes; 
smoking among men

Diabetes; 
heart disease

Diabetes; 
smoking

Diabetes; 
smoking; hypertension

Diabetes, 
obesity, smoking, asthma, 

hypertension

Barriers to Care LEP; Public charge LEP; Public charge LEP; Public charge LEP; Public charge LEP; Public charge

Livelihood
Businesses 

disproportionately
affected;

xenophobia/racism

Increased domestic violence; 
food insecurity (Asian 

Indians), 
Xenophobia/racism Xenophobia/racism; food 

insecurity
Xenophobia/racism; food 

insecurity

What we know now based on best available published literature, news media, and social media :

COVID-19 Experience by Asian American Subgroup

Sources: Stop AAPI Hate; https://www.npr.org/2020/10/01/918834644/overlooked-asian-american-jobless-rate-surges-but-few-take-notice; 
Rummo et al., Under review.; Wyatt et al., NYU CSAAH Health Atlas 2020; Khan R, Shih H. Asian American Federation. Impact of COVID-19 on 
Asian American Employment in New York City. Asian Americans Face Record Job Losses. 2020.; Chin et al., Health Affairs Blog, In press.

https://www.npr.org/2020/10/01/918834644/overlooked-asian-american-jobless-rate-surges-but-few-take-notice


Key Recommendations



All states must collect, analyze, and report 
disaggregated data –separately for AAs and NH&PIs, 
and for AA subgroups

Prioritize language access for AA and NH&PI 
communities across health equity efforts

Decision-makers must confront implicit and explicit 
biases against AA and NH&PI communities 

Read the science.  Learn from our narratives.  Fund 
the work.  Protect our communities.
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