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Identifying health effects of climate change in Alaska



What is LEO Network and how does it work?
How is it being applied to address concerns about environmental change?



LEO Network was developed by the Alaska Tribal Health 
System beginning in 2012 as a strategy for gathering and 
sharing information about climate and other drivers of 
environmental change. 

• Primary goal is to share knowledge
• Secondary to help answer questions and connect with resources
• Content is observational, not structured monitoring
• Takes holistic rather then topic specific approach
• Based on a social media (member owner) model
• Welcomes different knowledge systems
• Multi-lingual including indigenous languages
• User driven and user friendly



How do people use LEO? 

Community Members – As a platform for 
sharing observations about significant 
environmental change, as witnessed by specific 
events. A way to raise awareness about 
pressing concerns and to connect with topic 
experts to receive technical support. 

Public Health - A communication tool for 
engaging with communities, staying informed 
about emerging priorities and providing 
environmental health consultations. 

Researchers and Agencies - a surveillance system 
for receiving local updates on emerging issues, for 
identifying experts and research partners, for 
learning about local change and vulnerabilities, 
and for providing event specific consultations. 
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Victoria writes: On Saturday the 6th and Sunday 
the 7th I went grouse hunting up along the road 
to the White Alice site. On Saturday I shot 6 
spruce grouse and 2 ptarmigan. When I was 
cleaning the first grouse I ripped open the breast 
and there were worms squiggling around on top 
of the breast meat. Three of the six grouse had 
these long skinny white worms on the meat.
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Todd writes: Today we necropsied seven birds. 
Three of 7 had the subcutaneous parasites that 
were of interest to Sissy and these were 
collected and placed in 10% buffered formalin. In 
addition, the gastrointestinal system was 
collected and placed in 10% buffered formalin. 
These we will let fix for about 7 days. After that 
we will place them in a small amount of water 
for shipping to Colorado State University where 
Dr. Ballweber's team will work on them.



















James Olanna with Cross 
installed by Johan 
Hultin, 1997

















Johan Hultin Expedition, 1951





Teller, Alaska



St. Michael, Alaska



St. Michael, Alaska



Point Hope, Alaska













Thank You



Thank You



Thank You



www.leonetwork.org
To Join LEO Network, visit our website.

http://www.leonetwork.org/
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