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Exemplary clients and partners
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Key questions in practice & research
• How to provide researchers (and regulators and the 

broader public) meaningful access to and use of 
sensitive data while protecting the integrity of that 
data?

• How can law and institutions complement 
technology to better protect and govern sensitive 
data?
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Key claims in my work
• Extant data-sharing initiatives show that even some 

of the most sensitive trade secret and PII data can 
be shared responsibly, with legal, institutional, and 
technological safeguards in place.

• Law, institutions, and technology all have roles to 
play (and reinforce each other).

• Tiered access is key.
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Sharing medical research data



12

Sharing medical claims data
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Sharing energy & environmental data
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Law + institutions + technology
• Law, institutions, and technology complement each other. 
• They work together to protect the integrity of sensitive trade secret and PII data 

when shared with researchers.
• Legal governance structures

• Data use agreements prohibit harmful conduct, encourage beneficial research.
• Statutes and regulations mandate data sources share their data.

• Institutional governance structures
• Custodian institutions collect, validate, format, clean & steward data (& more!).
• Institutions also screen & monitor prospective users & tier access accordingly.

• Technological governance structures
• Differential privacy
• Data “visiting”
• …and more!
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• Christopher J. Morten, Gabriel Nicholas & Salomé Viljoen, 
Researcher Access to Social Media Data: Lessons from Clinical 
Trial Data Sharing, 38 BERKELEY TECHNOLOGY LAW JOURNAL
(forthcoming 2024).

• Christopher J. Morten, Publicizing Corporate Secrets, 171 U. 
PENNSYLVANIA LAW REVIEW (forthcoming 2023).

• Christopher J. Morten & Amy Kapczynski, The Big Data Regulator, 
Rebooted: Why and How the FDA Can and Should Disclose 
Confidential Data on Prescription Drugs and Vaccines, 109 
CALIFORNIA LAW REVIEW 493 (2021).

Recent & forthcoming papers
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Some key people writing on legal 
governance of trade secrets and PII 
Julie Cohen (Georgetown U) Helen Nissenbaum (Cornell U)

Mary Fan (U of Washington) Paul Ohm (Georgetown U)

Woody Hartzog (Boston U) Rashida Richardson (Northeastern U)

Amba Kak (AI Now Institute) Daniel Solove (George Washington U)

Gabriel Nicholas (Center for 
Democracy & Technology)

Salomé Viljoen (U of Michigan)

…and more! This is a very non-exhaustive list.
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