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Seattle Overview Slide 2

About Seattle

e Seattleis slightly larger than Washington DC with
about 750,000 residents
* With 1/4t the police force (~900 officers)

Seattle City Attorney’s Office

newt * Only elected municipal lawyer in Washington

e Civil Division: 110 attorneys and staff
* Criminal Division 80 attorneys and staff

. Criminal Division
vt * receives 10,000 - 12,000 gross and simple
misdemeanor referrals for prosecution a year from
the Seattle Police Department
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Case Study 1 — Backlog of Cases: Problem Slide 3

Previous Administration

A backlog of undecided cases had been
growing in the office for years

* There were snapshots of data, but no general .,
understanding of how it was growing of when it
started 4000

Cases Under Review
6000

Current Administration

 Data had to be pieced together from simple
snapshots at the start of the new 2000

administration
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Case Study 1 — Backlog of Cases: Timeline Slide 4

Close-in-Time Policy

Growth Continued l

Growing Pre-Pandemic

Pandemic Closures

Special Projects

|

Staffing Issues

Seattle City Attorney’s Office
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Case Study 1 — Backlog of Cases: Policy Slide 5
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Case Study 2 — Open Air Drug Markets: Problem Slide 6

 Entrenched open air drug
markets for years in parts of
Seattle have caused serious
harm to several
neighborhoods
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A low number of police
officers required a strategic
approach
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Case Study 2 — Open Air Drug Markets: Maps
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Case Study 2 — Open Air Drug Markets: Advocacy Slide 8

 Broad array of data integrated:
e Criminal referrals
e (Qverdose deaths

* Service centers
e Community input
[ ] HOIiStiC data approach With . Permanent Housing

. Emergency Shelter

tailored zones increased buy-in |g ..o
. Transitional Housing

e Result was an 8-1 vote on a @ cinic
contentious ordinance i

@l

Seattle City Attorney’s Office Ann Davison, City Attorney

September 2024




Questions?
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